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THATS HOW IT HAD KULED 
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HE KNEW (T WOULD THAT IT WANTED. DOCTOR SAID 7 WAS DRUGS 
COME BACK. O-RU-G-S) OR AN ACCIDENT 
IT ATE FEAR. (IT CA-C-CIO-ENT) BUT 
LISGORGED FEAR. AE KNEW. 
IT LWVED. ON FEAR HIS MOTHER 
ANDIT KULED HAD BITTEN THROUGH HT 
WITH FEAR, : HER OWN TONGUE, 
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THEY D BEEN PLAYING WITH THAT STUPID 
OWNTA (0-t/--F-4) BOARD. AND THEN 


THEY SPELLED SOMETHING. SOMETHING 
WRONG. 


THATS HOW 
THE MONKEY KING 
GOT INTO THIS PLACE 
FROM THE OTHER 
PLACE. 


BUT (FIT WANTED TO STAY 


17S TOUCH IS ORY LIKE OLD BEETLE HUSKS. 
IT TAKES HIS HAND AND PULLS HIM 
N GENTLY FROM HIS BED... 


ANO THEN AFTER 
THAT; THEY TAKE 
A LITLE WALK... 
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THE SENSATIONAL TALE WHERE 
HE LEARNED THE 700/771 
ABOUT HIMSELF. 


AND HE DOESN'T LIKE IT. 
HE DOESN'T LIKE IT AT ALL. 


BY EAGLE AWARD-WINNING WRITER AlLae) 
and ARNSTS PUCAHEN CETTE 2 Sou 


EVERYOWE S TALKING ABOUT [7-- 
MAKE SURE YOU ARE 700// 


THE NEW DC. THERE’S NO STOPPING US NOW! 


ALONG THIS WAY.. 
I THINK WE CAN GET IN 
BY THE CANTEEN BACK 


IN ROBERTA'S ROOM, SOMETHING SMALL AND 
COLD CLAMBERS ACROSS THE COUNTERPANE, 


THERE (SA SOCND.- 
POLYETHYLENE, GOING 
WN AND OUT, VERY FAS 


ZT WAS JESSICA'S FEAR 
THAT SENT IT CRAZY. 


JN THE NEXT ROOM WAS MICHAEL, WHEN 

MICHAEL WAS SEVEN, A SCHOOLFRIEND'S 

MOTHER HAD INSTILLED IN HIM A MORTAL 
FEAR OF CHINCER, 


(WHERE ARE. 
THE SIMA : 


WHERE ARE ALL | 
? CAN'T 
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SLURRED AND MINKLESS / 
ee) PARODY, /[S FEATURES f. 
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“Wor 4 HOPE IN HELL.” 


THE ToYS ABOUT THE 
NURSERY ARE SET, 
FOR IDIOT CHAOS TO 
ARRANGE AT WHIM. HE 
DROOLS AND RUINS 
LIVES, HIS CHIN IS WET 
AND OLD OR YOUNG. 
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“THE GRACIOUS LADY ANE HER 

ROOT-CHOKED BEAST 

HAVE COME To SAVE THE INNOCENTS 

FROM HARM, 

70. SPARE THEM FROM THE 
MONKEYS DREADFUL FEAST. 

WHAT NOBLE SOULS THEY. HAVE ! 
WHAT FAUT. WHAT COAL 
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I AM THE ONE WHO 
COMES 70 CAGE THE 
AWE. I FAY NO 
HEED 10 YOUTH, 
OR PLRITY, 
Il ROAST EACH 
FOOL THAT AIDS THE 
BEASTS ESCAPE, 
AND DRINK THEIR 
HEALTH TONIGHT /N 
PURCAT RYE 


YANO SEE! THE CHILDRENS PROAR 
BRINGS TO LIFE 
THEIR. CLARCIANS:: THAT OST 
DEDICATED BREED / 
YET SHE BETRAYS HER HUSBAND, HE 
HIS WIFE, 
THOUS} BOTH OF THEM ARE KINP TO 
BABES /N NEED. 


SHOULD INNOCENCE 
BE SHOLLYCODDLED THUS? 
he FAIL TO SEE THE 
REASON FOR THE FUSS, 


INNOCENTS ? WHY, 
70 HEAR THE 7ALES 


++ YOUD THINK THERE 
WAS NO GUUTY CHILD 
IN HELL f a 


... Z GUESS IT¢L PROBABLY 
END THE SAME WAY.” 


MAKE Hi HONEST ENOLIGH 
70 ACCEPT WHAT HE FINDS 
THERE. 


All THE WEAKNESS, All THE 


HE'S BEEN THINKING. THINKING SINCE SHE WALKED OUT JHE DOOR... 


| SHE NEEDED OUR 
HIS HELP, AND GWALD~ wneecr 
HE WASN'T THERE. ( KINGDOM utes 


_—x Boia 
HE BUTTONS HIS COAT ANP STEPS OUTSIDE. 


HE'S GOING AFTER HER) 
GOING 70 HELP HER, GOING 
QUT INTO THE COLD... 
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NU N) My 
Dear Len, 

Ofice upon a time there was a comic 
entitled SWAMP THING. It was the 
concept of Berni Wrightson and some 
writer flamed Wein, or something 
similar. The art was so exciting and the 
Scripting 6 ifitense that the title was 
being called a classic within just a few 
Months of its first appearance. 

THE SAGA OF THE SWAMP THING 
has a lot to live up to. Numbers 1-19 
have been interesting, but always inthe 
shadow of the original masterpieces. 
Number 20 is the NEW classic. SOTST 
has finally come of age. 

Alan Moore has taken authoritative 
contfal of a plot which was already 
impressive and compelling. He is destin- 
@d for stardom and | only hope that the 
recogfition he receives from now on 
will not harm his existing superlative 
work if the U.K. 

Dan Day's layouts are stunning, and 
in conjufetion with John Totleben, the 
artwork is flowing and consistently 
excellent. Even the coloring and letter- 
ing seem flawless this month. This is the 
Perfection so many of us have been 
waiting for. 

Yours, 

Paul Harrison 
46 King Street 
Broseley 
Shropshire 
England 
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Dear Len, 

ls #20 the new face for THE SAGA OF 
THE SWAMP THING? If so, | like it. 

Dan Day's pencils (enhanced by John 
Totleben’s inks) made “Loose Ends" 
quite an artistic achievement. At times 
the facial shading was overdone, but the 
lighting effects themselves were some- 
thing special. The “framing devices” 
(Swampy, the bottle, the stones and the 
eagle) were good mood setters (though 
the eagle's symbolism escapes me). The 
last two pages are...well, very nice 
indeed. 

Alan Moore—yes. His use of meta- 
phorie images (the beetle and the ants, 
“Don't Look Now," and the room for 
monsters) worked so well. Dialogue was 
vibrant and, most importantly, realistic, 
bringing forth the characters’ emotions 
clearly, yet dramatically. 

| like how John Costanza keeps the 
lettering well within the balloons, 
making it so much easier to read. And 
Tatjana Wood's coloring, especially on 
the fire/explosions (page 19-20!),was 
dynamically effective. 


I ti i\\ 

This ‘team works so well: a coales- 
cence of creativity, | hope to see their 
work further on the book, taking it to 


NEW directions, i.e. ending the Sunder- 
land...epic. However, “The Anatomy 


Lesson” portends one of the most 
interesting issues yet. 

Looking forward to the future, | 

femain 

Swampfully Yours, 

Kevin Dooley 

6236 Kester Ave. 

Van Nuys, CA 91411 
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Dear Swampers, 

| was going to write a long, thoughtfui, 
intelligent letter axplaining why my 
opifiians were important. | would have 
Mentioned my age, occupation and 
Marital status. Next, | would have built 4 
éafeful and logical case to support my 
Spifion. Then, you hopefully would 
listen to me and maybe even prifit my 
letter. 

But, frankly | don’t care, because all | 
really want to say is that Alan Moore's 
story in SOTST #20 has been the best 
thing to ever appear in any Swamp 
Thing mag and among the best I've ever 
read in any comic book anywhere. 

I'm stunned. Where did this guy cofne 
from and please don’t let him go back! 

Sincerely, 

John Hayman 

110 Leverett Rd. 

Shutesbury, MA 01072 

Alan hails fram merry of England, John, 

writing for British publications: DR. 

WHO MONTHLY, 2000 A.D., and 

WARRIOR. And don’t worry—we're not 

gonna let him go anywhere, even if he 

wants to. Didn't know | was so tough, 
Alan, did ya? 


Dear Editor, 

From the splash page of THE SAGA 
OF THE SWAMP THING | knew | was in 
for something beyond the ordinary. 
SWAMP THING is hardly ordinary, but 
issue #20 was something special. My 
eyes were treated to such spectacles as 
the SWAMP THING tearing asunder a 
macabre, ivy covered tower. The 
demons chiseled on this tower were 
later seen as symbols of Matt Cable's 
warped mind powers. An over-turned 
bottle was also a well utilized symbol of 
Cable's chaotic life. Whenever the 
government was involved in some sort 
of treachery, we saw proud eagles 
perched majestically in the corners of 
the page. Naturally, the SWAMP 
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THING’s symbo! was the most terrify 
ing of all. We saw humanity, order, 
justice, reason and one tortured 
monster destroyed, through something 
as simple as a desk top novelty. 

What | say now should be taken as a 
strict compliment and little more. The 
art of Dan Day is frightening. He has 
power. He actually has the power to 
make me care for the safety of a fictional 
monster. Up until the last-page | pulled 
for SWAMP THING to beat the odds and 
not let the chaos of the silver balis be his 
plight as well. | was rooting for the 
losing side, but the game is far from 
over. The SWAMP THING, like the silver 
balls, can be started again. When this 
happens, my side won't be the losing 
ofe and the frightening pencils of Mr. 
Day wili have to come up with all new 
symbols, 

Thanks for Listening, 

Adam Burchess 

1315 Morteene Rd. 24-C 

Durham, NC 27705 

All you Dan Day fans should be on the 

fook-out for his guest-pencilling on 

BATMANAND THE OUTSIDERS #13, on 
sale next month! 


Dear Len and Nicola, 

Alan Moore made an impressive 
debut in SAGA OF THE SWAMP THING 
#20, Backed by some outstanding art by 
Dan Day and John Totleben. ‘That old 
general” mentioned on page 12 wasn’t 
the only one tying up some loose ends: 
Moore steadily worked on taking care of 
the dangling plot threads Marty left 
behind, and did a good job of it. His 
scripting was sure-handed and strong, 
and he seemed determined to continue 
adding depth to the members of the 
supporting cast. | hope he keeps it up! 

Dan’s art was very good, and John’s 
inking helped maintain the book's look 
of late. | did get annoyed at the 
symmetrical double-page motifs; | don’t 
know whether this was Dan or Alan’‘s 
idea, but it was used entirely too much. 

Though | like the depth being given to 
Swampy’s cast, as | said, | hope you're 
very careful about it. There are no 
perfect people, of course, and I’m glad 
that you're trying to make your char- 
acters more realistic, but the last two 
issues have given us good reason to 
dislike all four people around Swamp 
Thing. Complexity is great, but don’t 
forget that most people are basically 
good—they just have flaws of varying 
degrees that keep getting in the way. 
Don’t present us with clear-cut “good 
guys” and “bad guys,” but don't go to 


the opposite extreme and only give us 
characters who are totally screwed up. 
And if you have trouble finding an inter- 
esting, basically-good person in your 
head to write about, Alan, | might 
suggest introducing a college student 
into your cast, perhaps someone from 
Illinois, who is kind and intelligent and 
believes in peace, love, and human 
dignity...sorta the perfect guy, you 
know? (Modesty forbids me from 
mentioning any names—but | hope 
Steve draws me real purty!) 
Best, 
David Allen 
Olney Central College 
5 Douglas Drive 
Olney, IL 62450 


Dear Swamp Dwellers, 

You seem to have forgotten some- 
thing about comics, something that you 
used to understand. So let me remind 
you: comics are for kids, around the age 
of 10 or so, 

As such, comics are supposed to be 
totally understandable so the average 
10-year-old would understand. This 
limits the possible plot lines to things 
such as “hero beats up on monster” or 
“monster beats up on hero” or any 
similarly simple idea. 

The art in comics is supposed to be a 
simple, realistic representation, mainly 
texture. Ten- year-olds don’t under- 
stand symbolic art. 

Psychological subtleties and men 
searching for their own souls do not 
belong in the funnybooks. Ten-year-olds 
aren't interested in the intriguing 
paradox that humanity is something 
that Sunderland has but Holland 
doesn't. 

You are acting as if comics are read by 
mature, intelligent people. 

For your forgetfulness, | hereby award 
you my personal award for “The Most 
Improved Comic of 1983." Kudos to Dan 
Day, Stephen Bissette, and especially 
Alan Moore. | hope that we may soon 
see him forgetting his way to bril- 
lianee in many other OC titles. 

Nathaniel Gertler 
2931 Ruby Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 
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Dear Editor, 

In my last letter, | praised Marty Pasko 
for his superb style in making Swamp 
Thing my favorite DC comic. Now, in #20 
of said magazine, | find his name miss- 
ing from the opening credits on paje 1 
and in its place is the name Alan Moore. 
| was warned last issue of the replace- 
ment, yet | was still apprehensive about 
Mr. Moore‘s story-telling ability. While 
quietly recuperating from this herald- 
ing of change, | glanced down two 
inches and found that Stephen 
Bissette’s name had been removed from 
the roster as artist. Double shock! | was 
just getting used to his own way of 
capturing Swampy et al on paper when 
he becomes replaced by Dan Day. What 
is this, jolt the reader’s mind month? 
Thus forewarned, | proceeded to start 
“Loose Ends.” 


And | was pleasantly surprised, 

Alan‘s script was somewhat lacking 
at the beginning, | found, but by the end, 
| was totally engrossed in the saga. His 
constant use of the concept of shadows 
‘was intriguing as well as highly inter- 
esting. Mr. Pasko may be gone, but I like 
his replacement. However, it’s going to 
take a few issues before | can make 
some solid comments on Mr. Moore. 
Until then, | wait with baited breath. 

The name of Dan Day is new to me, 
but | have the feeling he'll go far at DC. 
He pays strict attention to detail and 
every panel is its own mini-master- 

piece. My favorite pages were #’s 22 & 

23 with Alec’s running for the shadows 
and his somewhat grisly death. The 
actual shooting of Swampy hit me like a 
ton of bricks as did his final strugglings, 
even though the latter was in shadow. 
Dan, kudos for an excellent rendering of 
my favorite muck-monster. 

I'm eagerly awaiting next issue’s “The 
Anatomy Lesson."’ Don’t you dare let me 
down, all right? Good! 

Bob Mercer 

9 Hennebury PI. 

St. John’s, Nfld, Canada 

AIC 2V2 

Judging from the literally tons of mail 

we've received on “The Anatomy 

Lesson,” could guess that you weren't 

let down, Bob, and if you were, I'm sure 
you'd let us know! 


Dear Alan Moore (and company), 

When | picked up issues #20 and #21, 
1 didn’t even think to look at the story 
credits, for | expected the usual excel- 
lent story to continue. Martin Pasko had 
kept an exciting and intelligent book 
consistently good. 

However, issue #20 had the feel of 
sensitive poetry. Along with Dan Day's 
beautiful art, the story flowed like a 
mountain stream. Fresh, clear, and 
intelligent writing combined with a fast 
pace to create a story that enticed the 
reader. Issue #21 continued the master- 
ful writing shown in the preceding book, 
Again, the art flowed from pen to paper 
beautifully. Stephen Bissette and John 
Totleben are to be praised for a job well 
done, 

You don't realize what a joy it is to 
have writers and artists who care 
enough and are bold enough to create a 
work that stands out and above others of 
its ilk. Again, kudos to everyone for a job 
well done, and | hope the creativity and 
intelligence continues. Thanks for 
renewing my faith in the comic industry, 
and DC. 

Sincerely, 

Jeffrey Meyers 

29 Amy Dr. 
Sayville, NY 11782 


Dear D.C. 

When | first bought issue #1, of The 
Saga of the Swamp Thing, | thought to 
myself, why am | buying this book? | 
know nothing about this creature nade 
out of mire and swamp weeds, or the 
writers, or the pencilers, or anything 
else one should know before buying 4 
new book. Then | saw 9 little words on 


the first page that inspired me to buy. 
Those 9 words were: “These are tide- 
waters here in this North Carolina 
swamp.” | must admit the only reason! 
bought the book was because I'm from 
North Carolina and | wanted to read 
something about the old homeplace. I'm 
proud to say | have issues 1-20 and | 
haven't been disappointed yet. 

The only thing that | would like to see 
in the future is more guest stars. Since 
issue 1 we have seen only one other 
super being, The Phantom Stranger. | 
would like to see guest shots by the 
following: Super Girl, Hawkman, The 
Black Canary, Firestorm, Raven & 
Cyborg (of the Titans), and/or Halo of 
Batman and the Outsiders. 

| also have been wondering if you 
could by any chance get Marvel Comics 
to agree to another DC/Marvel cross- 
over. Ever since | first started reading 
SOTST, \'ve wanted to see him in action 
with Marvel's Man-Thing. After all,they 
are alike in many ways, yet different in 
many ways as well. Anyway, | was 
wondering if such a thing could ever 
happen? 

| would also enjoy The Swamp Thing’s 
mag crossing over with some other DC 
titles. Maybe The New Teen Titans, The 
JLA, or match the book up with the char- 
acters of some other comics company. 
Nexus from Capital Comics, or The 
DNAgents from Eclipse Comics!! 

In any case I’m sure you'll do what's 
best. 

Thanks for listening and | wish you 
much success. 

Sincerely yours, 

Tony Hartgrove 

728 Goldfloss Street 

Winston-Salem, NC 27107 

The possibility of Swamp Thing team- 

ing up with characters’ from other 

companies is pretty slim, Tony. As for 

the DC universe, SOTST #24 guest- 

starring the JLA, speaks for itself, and! 

believe Alan has another team-up cook- 
ing in the back of his mind. 


NEXT MONTH: “...BY DEMONS 
DRIVEN.” the shattering conclusion of 
this three-part Demon guest-star story! 
Thanks for writing,everyone,and we'll 
see you next month—Keren 


More on the new kids on the block. In 
the last two weekly Meanwhile 
columns (yep, weekly! I have 
‘obviously O.D'd on dumb pills, 1 
haven't been able to keep a monthly 
schedule on this thing. Dumb!) We 
have given you some idea of who the 
mew people at DC are (in their own 
words yet!) and why we feel we now 
have the staff to propel us through the 
80's...and beyond. 


The Story of Tom Condon, Managing 
Editor 

A man of many dichotomies, Iam not 
only an avid physical fitness 
enthusiast, but also an incurable junk 
food (gum drops) addict. Growing up 

“in staid Boston, I taught school there 
for a number of years before falling 
into the quagmire of New York City 

and publishing. 

I worked at Delacorte Press as © 
assistant managing editor and 
editorial administrator for Seymour 
‘Lawrence Books, with such authors as 
Robert B. Parker, Tillie Olsen, and 
James Clavell, before stumbling upon’ 
the insanity called DC Comics. 

As managing Editor at DCI perceive 

“my role as in-house nag, pest, and 
grouch as well as being all-around 
nice guy and bon vivant. A character 
actor in many Japanese-made movies, 
I will soon be making my debut at the 
Metropolitan Opera House in Mozart's 
Don Giovanni—as a walk-on. And that's: 
the truth! — 

i 
Tom is too modest. His duties are far 
more complex than that and include 
scheduling, contract implementation, 
and liaison between we strange, 
creative types and the more 
businesslike types in Marketing, 

Promotions, Production, and 

Operations. He often takes heat from 

both sides. A tip of my hat, Tom! DG 


BOB GREENBERGER 
MINI AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

No one can believe I am actually 
employed at DC Comics, but it seems 
to me to bea natural course of action. I 
grew up surrounded by comics and 
when I discovered I couldn't draw, I 
started to write. Then, when I 
discovered I was no good at fiction, I 
began writing for my school paper. 
Well, if I couldn't draw or write 
Superman, I'd emulate Clark Kent. 

Comics led me to reading, writing, 
and science fiction in general. So, 
when ! graduated from the State 
University of New York at Binghamton 
{after double-majoring in Journalism 
and History), | was ready to take the 
science fiction world by storm. But 
first, a brief rein at DC. Ijoined the staff 
the summer of 1980 to doa variety of 
menial tasks which led to some special 
projects work with Joe Orlando. Then 
Starlog Magazine called and I 
answered, spending the next three 
years there working on all their books, 
including creating and editing Comics 
Scene and even some pro wrestling 
titles. 

Just before last Christmas, Dick 
called and invited me back to help Len 
Wein and Marv Wolfman work on the 
DC Directory and the CRISIS IN THE 
DC UNIVERSE maxi-series and...here 
lam. I'm learning to edit and one day 
should be ready to make my mark on 
comics. Wish me luck. 

Now, if I can only convince my wife 
Debbie that reading comics is really 
business related... 


Bob is well organized and will bea 
big help in assisting and coordinating 
the massive amount of research and 
talent traffic-managing for these two 
important series. 

I'm glad you're here, Bob, and good 
luck. 

Aside to Debbie: It really is business 
related, Deb—Really! DG 


And there you have it! ‘Course there 
may be some more additions in the 
coming months and we'll keep you 
posted if there are. If I could think of 
something nice to say about the crusty 
ol’ regulars (or if you insist that I do), I 
could make a couple of columns out of 
that. (Dumb, Dickie...now you gotta 
think of something interesting to talk 

about 52 times a year instead 
of 12.) 

One of the things! plan todoto make 
my task easier is to use at least a small 
part of this space to answer mail. For 
example: 


12/19/83 
Dear Mr. Giordano, 


In your Meanwhile column in 
December labled DCs, you either 
faked that letter from D’Romel 
Valencia or he is too young or 
inexperienced to know what he is 
talking about. Obviously, price 
increases are something unavoidable 
(although inflation should not 
anymore be a major cause in comics, 
the inflation rate is now down to about 
3%) and DC's switch to Mando paper 
was a fairly good compensation forthe 
increase in price. 

J just want to let you know that there 
are a few consumers who are 
sympathetic with the company. If you 
really have letters from people such as 
Mr. Valencia, then you have my 
deepest sympathies. However, I hope 
DC is not faking letters like DC did so 
obviously in the 1960s. 

And, if you yourself by any slight 
chance happen to be reading this 
letter, Mr. Giordano, thank you for 
your time. If you didn't read this— 
thanks anyway! 


Sincerely, | 

David F. Chu 
26701 Palo Hills Dr. 
Los Altos Hills, CA 
94022 


P.S. Your Baxter books are really 

great, and of super quality; especially 
CAMELOT 3000. I'ma big fanofBrian 
Bolland. His art is simply awesome!!!!! 


I did read it. Thank you for your 
support. You can tell from seeing your 
letter that we sometimes edit them 
{your comments regarding a third 
party were altered) but we never fake 
them. And to the best of my knowledge 
never since I came to DC in 1967. 


Thank you and Good Afternoon. 
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‘The Magazine for Young America 


is the magazine 

for you—the 

athletically-minded 

young American. 

Every month we 

have features on 

staying in shape, 

eating right, sports equipment and fash- 

ion. Plus pictures, word games, a color 

poster, trivia questions, cartoons and 
much more. 


Pick Up A Copy At Your Newsstand Today! 
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